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Mission
Catholic Schools are called to be places of evangelization, where students and families encounter Jesus Christ, and
where each person is loved, dignified, and celebrated as a unique child of God. Central to our mission, our

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Corpus Christi are committed to the formation of the whole child where
students develop spiritually, intellectually, socially, and morally.

Purpose

Guidelines related to human sexuality are needed within many areas of a Catholic school’s operation. Guided by
the truth of the gospel and the teachings of our Church, Catholic school leaders shall approach concerns about
sexual morality with sensitivity, charity, patience, compassion, and love for each individual student. As our
students grow in their understanding of their identity and sexuality, we will provide guidance and parameters
founded on the truth that they, as male and female, are created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus. As
witnesses to our faith, school leaders will work in partnership with parents, as primary educators of their children,
to foster maturity, growth, and the ability of students to respond to God’s vocation for each of them as individuals
and as members of society.

Concerns of Gender Identity

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Corpus Christi will relate to each student in a way that is respectful of and
consistent with each student’s God-given sexual identity and biological sex as indicated on his or her state issued
birth certificate.

e Student’s name and pronouns usage will correspond to his/her sexual identity (see definitions).

e Student access to facilities and overnight accommodations will align with his/her sexual identity.

e Eligibility for single-sex curricular and extracurricular activities is based on the sexual identity of the child.

e Expressions of a student’s sexual identity are prohibited as they may cause disruption or confusion
regarding the Church’s teaching on human sexuality.

e Students will use bathrooms and locker rooms that correspond with their biological sex while on school
property or during participation in school sponsored activities or events off campus.

e School leaders will communicate with parents or guardians about their child’s behavior at school and
inform them of any concerns relating to the physical, emotional, social, and spiritual health, safety, or
welfare of their child, except when advised otherwise by law enforcement or a social service agency.

e For students who are diagnosed with gender dysphoria, school leaders shall suggest and encourage
pastoral support for the student and family, and encourage the family to seek the guidance of their
pediatrician and counseling by a trained licensed professional who may be able to assist with this issue in
accord with Catholic teaching and natural law.

e  While our Catholic schools have a duty to teach the truth about the human person (anthropology) and
human sexuality, and incorporate these teachings of our Church into our policies and procedures, it must
always be done with compassion and empathy toward all who experience confusion about their sexuality.
School leaders shall strive to ensure that the student does not feel isolated, judged, or disciplined, but
rather supported by both school staff and their family.




Concerns of Same-Sex Attraction

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Corpus Christi expect all members of the school community to strive to be
witnesses of our faith and to adhere to a code of conduct designed to create an educational environment capable
of effectively carrying out Catholic formation and faith-based education.

e Expressions of a student’s disordered inclination for same-sex attraction are prohibited as they may cause
disruption or confusion regarding the Church’s teaching on human sexuality.

e School leaders will communicate with parents or guardians about their child’s behavior at school and
inform them of any concerns relating to the physical, emotional, social, and spiritual health, safety, or
welfare of their child, except when advised otherwise by law enforcement or a social service agency.

e For students who may be experiencing same-sex attraction, school leaders shall suggest and encourage
pastoral support for the student and family and encourage the family to seek the guidance of their
pediatrician and counseling by a trained licensed professional who may be able to assist in issues of
sexuality in accord with Catholic teaching and natural law. School leaders shall strive to ensure that the
student does not feel isolated, judged, or disciplined, but rather supported by both school staff and their
family.

Dignity for All - Maintaining a Safe Environment

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Corpus Christi are committed to ensuring that all students are safe and
protected from bullying and harassment. Honoring the dignity of every person remains paramount to creating
and maintaining a safe Christ-centered learning environment. Harassment in any form will not be tolerated; all
incidents of alleged harassment will be fully investigated. Refer to Diocesan School Policy 4305.

Definitions
“Sex or Sexual Identity”- God-given biological condition of being male or female.

“Gender”- commonly used synonymously with the word “sex” but over time has been changed to mean a
person’s socio-cultural role apart from their biological sex. The Church is opposed to this division and views
gender (one’s outward manifestation of sexuality) as inseparable from one’s biological sex.

“Gender dysphoria”-is the distress a person feels who experiences a conflict between his/her biological sex and
the gender in which he/she identifies.

Additional Points of Consideration

e The Office of Catholic Schools is available to support you, as you serve our students and families.

e QOur Catholic Schools have a sacred responsibility to respect and dignify each person and to protect the
privacy of all entrusted to our care. Confidentiality must always be respected.

e All documentation shall be confidential and filed separate from a student’s academic record.

Sources

These Guiding Principles are adapted from - Human Sexuality in Catholic Education Policy Standards, December
2020 The Cardinal Newman Society, lead authors Denise Donohue, Ed.D., Director of the Catholic Education
Honor Roll at The Cardinal Newman Society, and Dan Guernsey, Ed.D., Senior Fellow at The Cardinal Newman
Society and principal of a diocesan K-12 Catholic school. https://newmansociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Human-
Sexuality-in-Catholic-Education-FINAL-LAYOUT-PUBLISHED-121720.pdf For Catechetical references that may
assist school leaders in understanding and clearly articulating these fundamental teachings, see Appendix B.

Special thanks to the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota and the Diocese of Springfield lllinois, for their contributions
of sample guiding principles, featured in Appendix A.

This document was developed collaboratively with the Office of Catholic Schools, the Office of Safe
Environment, and the Office of General Counsel. The document was reviewed by the Chancellor and the
Theological Advisor. The document was approved by the Office of the Bishop.






