Human Sexuality Policies for The Diocese of Las Vegas

“Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: | am with you always, even
unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:19-20).

With this statement, Christ sent forth His apostles on a mission of evangelization. Catholic education
promotes and fosters the teaching and values of the Catholic Church as professed by the Magisterium of the
Catholic Church and articulated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Catholic Religious Education
Programs and Catholic Schools (hereinafter “Catholic Education Programs”), through their educational efforts,
provide an essential ecclesiastical ministry, the primary purpose of which is evangelization through a critical
transmission of culture in the light of faith and the integral formation of the human person, mind, body, and
spirit, to fulfill God’s calling for all to a fullness of Christian living in this world and the next.

All members of our Catholic community are expected to strive to live a life of virtue guided by the teachings of
the Catholic Church in all aspects of their lives. Our pastoral and policy practices are written in fidelity to the
moral guidance and teachings of the Catholic Church. The school/parish establishes an environment of
encouragement, mercy, healing, and love to accompany its members as we journey on the path toward
holiness.

At the heart of a Catholic institution’s unique educational charism is integral formation of the whole human
person. The Church instructs us:

Since true education must strive for complete formation of the human person that looks to his or her
final end as well as to the common good of societies, children and youth are to be nurtured in such a
way that they are able to develop their physical, moral, and intellectual talents harmoniously, acquire a
more perfect sense of responsibility and right use of freedom, and are formed to participate actively in
social life (Code of Canon Law, c. 795).

The Church also teaches that “sexuality, in which man’s belonging to the bodily and biological world is
expressed, becomes personal and truly human when it is integrated into the relationship of one person to
another, in the complete and lifelong mutual gift of a man and a woman” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#2337). We believe that human sexual behavior is only properly oriented to the ends of love and life in the
context of Holy Matrimony (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2360).

July 2019 Page 1


www.withoutexception.faith

These policies respond to the need for clarity, charity, and integrity related to issues of human sexuality in
Catholic Education Programs. Policies related to human sexuality should be consistent with Church teaching
and should be integrated into the overall mission of the program. Human sexuality policies should, to the
degree possible, not single out any particular group or behavior, but be placed in the larger context of
assisting all members of the school community in virtue formation, furthering the common good, and the
Catholic evangelical mission of the school.

Offenses against chastity and marriage, including those described in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, will
not be tolerated. Members of Catholic Education Programs may not advocate for such behaviors, share
conversations or publications of a prurient nature, or otherwise impede chastity in the context of our Catholic
school classes, activities, or events. Behaviors that are contrary to Catholic morality and the expectations of
this school include, but are not limited to: vulgar language and gestures of a sexual nature, immodest dress or
deportment, expressions of lust, masturbation, pornography, fornication, homosexual activity, expressing a
gender that is discordant with one’s biological sex, artificial contraception, procuring an abortion, and sexual
harassment or abuse.

The counseling and pastoral services of the school as well as the Diocese of Las Vegas are available to students
who are struggling with or are challenged by the teachings of the Church on sexuality.

If a student’s expression of gender, sexual identity, or sexuality should cause confusion or disrupt the
educational integrity of a Catholic Education Program, then the matter will be discussed with the student and
his/her parents. If the matter is not resolved in ways congruent with the Catholic Education Program, which is
seeking to uphold Catholic principles, then the student and parents will be given the option to voluntarily
withdraw from the Catholic Education Program. Should the family choose not to withdraw, the student is
liable for dismissal from the Catholic Education Program.

As in the case of students, if serious concerns arise as to a parent’s or guardian’s (herein “parent’s”) position
or action with respect to the tenets of the Catholic faith, then he/she will be counseled by the Catholic
Education Program’s faculty. If the matter is not resolved to the satisfaction of the Catholic Education
Program, which is seeking to uphold Catholic principles, then the parent will be asked to withdraw the
child(ren) from the Catholic Education Program. Should the family choose not to withdraw, the student is
liable for dismissal from the Catholic Education Program.

Parents understand and acknowledge that prior enrollment in a Catholic Education Program does not establish
a precedent for further enrollment in a Catholic Education Program nor constitute a guarantee of placement
for subsequent years.
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Specific Policies Related to Human Sexuality

Mission Integrity

The school joyfully exercises its responsibility to teach Catholic faith and morals in all fullness and especially as
expressed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Parents or guardians and non-Catholics whose religious
practices and beliefs run counter to Church teaching might experience possible conflicts as we maintain
mission integrity. Sincere questioning of the practices of the Catholic faith in order to more deeply
understand them are welcome, but openly hostile, public defiance and challenge of Catholic truths or
morality, are signs that a student, parent, staff or faculty member may not be a fit for our school’s primary
evangelical mission and, thus, may be denied admission or may be asked to leave the school.

Bullying

Bullying, harassment, and/or intimidation of any student on school property, at school-sponsored functions or
through electronic means (on or off campus) are prohibited. The Diocese of Las Vegas is committed to each
student’s successful education within a safe and respectful atmosphere. Violation of this policy is considered a
serious infraction. Behavior that may not qualify as bullying, intimidation or harassment may nevertheless be
inappropriate and subject to disciplinary action.

Bullying, harassment and/or intimidation can take various forms, including, but not limited to physical, verbal
(including emotional) or social, oral or written (including electronic writings). Harassment may be motivated
by an actual or perceived personal characteristic, which may include, without limitation, race, national origin,
socioeconomic status, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion or other applicable protected
categories.

Chastity

All members of this Catholic school community are called to a life of chastity appropriate to their vocation as
single, married, or consecrated religious. This requires modesty in language, appearance, and behavior.

Clubs and Student Organizations

All student clubs and organizations are required to be in alignment with Catholic doctrinal and moral
principles. Student clubs and organizations that are opposed to Catholic teaching, or whose sponsoring
organizations outside of the school are opposed to Catholic teaching are prohibited from forming or
continuing.

Dance Policy

In keeping with the Christian mission and moral standards of our school, student dress and behavior is to
conform to those characteristics of a virtuous and Christ-centered person at all times, including dances and
social activities. Specifically, male students are not permitted to wear dresses or female attire and female
students are not permitted to wear tuxedos or male suits/sport coats. Consistent with these expectations,
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students are to refrain from any sexually suggestive behavior both on and off the dance floor. The Church
teachings on same sex-attraction are clearly articulated in Section Two, Chapter Two of The Catechism of the
Catholic Church. Advocating for or expressing same-sex attractions, including same-sex couples at dances, is
not permitted.

Dress Code/Uniform Code

In order to maintain uniform appearance and proper comportment throughout the school day and at school
events, all students, staff, and faculty must follow the dress code expectations of their biological sex while on
campus and while representing the school at outside functions. Men’s hair may be no longer than the top of
the shirt collar and may not cover the eyebrows. Neither male nor female students may have shaved heads
(no less than a #2 blade). Male students are not permitted to wear makeup or have painted nails. Institutions
further detail the appropriate dress code requirements for their programs. Modesty is expected at all times.
Determinations of appropriate attire are up to the principal/pastor in their sole and absolute discretion.

Facilities Use Policy

School facilities are dedicated to the mission of Catholic education and may not be used by any member of the
school community or any external organization or individual for any purpose or cause that is contrary to
Catholic teaching or otherwise opposed to the Catholic Church.

Chaste behavior and modesty in dress and deportment is expected at all times on school property and at
school events. All students, staff, faculty, and visitors are to observe modesty when using changing facilities,
locker rooms, showers, and restrooms and may only use facilities that conform to the individual’s biological
sex. This policy applies in any state of undress in front of others.

Field Trips/School Travel

Schools will follow the Diocese of Las Vegas policies and procedures regarding the appropriate number and
type of chaperons. When overnight stays are required for academic, athletic, artistic, spiritual, or other
interscholastic events/activities, students will be placed in sleeping accommodations in which they room with
other students of the same sex/gender. Schools and parishes reserve the right to require families to provide,
at their own expense, accommodations for students who are uncomfortable with these overnight
accommodation policies.

Formal Titles and Names

Students will address all adults by their proper titles as based on school employment documents (Mr., Mrs.,
Miss, Dr., Sr., Brother, etc.) and surname (last name). School personnel will address students by the original
name that corresponds to the student’s biological sex as based upon physical differences at birth (or its
common derivative) and correlating pronouns.
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Gender Identity

The school will interact with students according to their biological sex as based upon physical differences at
birth. A member of the school community who wishes to express a gender other than his or her biological sex
is understood as operating outside of the “reality deeply inscribed” within.

Schools shall consider the gender of all students as being consistent with their biological sex including, but not
limited to, the following: participation in school-sponsored dances; dress and uniform policies; the use of
changing facilities, showers, locker rooms, and bathrooms; titles, names, and pronouns; and official school
documents.

Public Displays of Affection

In order to maintain a professional atmosphere of learning, romantic displays of affection, such as romantic
hugging, kissing, hand-holding, sitting on laps, etc., are not permitted at school or at school-sponsored events.

Records Policy

Diplomas, transcripts, school records, and any other official documents of the school (“official school
documents”) shall be issued in conformity with the student’s biological sex as based upon physical differences
at birth and at the time of the student’s enrollment. Official school documents are also historical documents
and, as such, must accurately reflect the name and identity of the alumnus/alumna during the time in which
he/she was enrolled at and graduated from the school. If after graduation an alumnus/alumna legally changes
his/her name, for whatever reason, and requests new versions of his/her official school documents, the
official school documents may be issued in the following format: “Original Name, n.k.a. New Legal Name.” If a
student legally changes his/her official name during enrollment, school documents will use the “Original
Name, n.k.a. New Legal Name” format as well.

Same-Sex Attraction

The Church teachings on same-sex attraction is clearly articulated in Section Two, Chapter Two of The
Catechism of the Catholic Church. Sexual activity is only appropriate for the purposes of love and life within
Holy Matrimony, individuals experiencing this same-sex inclination may not advocate, celebrate, or express it
in the context of our Catholic school classes, activities, or events. The use of the term “same-sex attraction” in
discussing homosexual inclinations is preferred, since there is only one proper sexual orientation: that which
orients a man to a woman in the bonds of matrimony. Because labels can falsely promote a lasting
identification or enduring notion of self, the school avoids labeling individuals with such terms as “gay,”
“lesbian,” “bisexual,” or “queer,” even when the individual might desire such identification.

The Church encourages individuals experiencing same-sex attraction to pursue the virtues of chastity, self-
mastery, and friendship instead of acting upon those inclinations romantically or sexually. The school offers its
pastoral and counseling services as sources of comfort and direction for any member of the school
community.
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